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Research Question and Significance 
• How has the recent incidents of violence 
affected student’s academic learning? 
• “At approximately 1:30 this morning [October 31, 2004] a Trinity student was 
the victim of a sexual assault.  The victim does not know the 
perpetrators.  She describes them as college age, but does not believe they 
are Trinity students.  The Hartford Police Department has been notified and 
an investigation is underway” On the date of December 4th, 2004, at 
approximately 9:50 pm, a student was walking on Allen Pl. near the 
intersection of Affleck St, when he was accosted by two men.  The student 
reported that one of the men brandished a pistol.  Both individuals went 
through the pockets of the student, stole a small amount of money and then 
walked north on Affleck St. away from the student. 
• A student reported to the College that at approximately 3:00 a.m. today 
[November 19, 2004], a group of four students was the target of harassing, 
homophobic language.   
• Campus Safety, Jorge Lugo 
Existing Research and Beyond 
• Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs 
• Physical, Emotional, and Intellectual 
Safety 
• Assuming Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs is 
true, than an elevated sense of fear would 
affect student’s ability to learn. 
Primary Sources  
and Research Methods 
• Surveys to 30 participates of the sophomore, 
junior, and senior class, totaling to 90 random 
sample surveys 
• On-campus students only 
• In-depth interviews with 3 participates of the 
sophomore, junior, and senior class, totaling to 9 
in-depth random sample interviews 
• Quantitative research (survey analysis), and 
Qualitative research (in-depth interviews) 
Thesis 
 
• The recent incidents of violence have no real 
effect on students’ level of personal safety or 
on their academic ability at Trinity College.  
• Explanation:  Although the recent events were 
very alarming, the reaction to the events are 
short lived, and the same level of safety from the 
beginning of the semester is maintained. 
Evidence 
• SURVEYS: 
• Averages 
• Frequencies 
• Graphs 
• Crosstabs 
• IN-DEPTH INTERVIEWS 
 
 
•         
 
 
Descriptive Statistics
88 9.00 23.00 15.5341 3.29035
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trinity safety
Valid N (listwise)
N Minimum Maximum Mean Std. Deviation
7 (very safe) – 28 (very unsafe) 
Safety at Trinity: 
 
Rate how safe it is to walk alone after dark on Trinity campus? 
Rate how safe it is to walk alone after dark off-campus (Hartford)? 
How concerned are you of theft in your dorm room? 
How concerned are you of being attacked during the day on campus? 
How concerned are you of being attacked at night on campus? 
Rate the level of safety you feel at parties on campus. 
Rate the overall level of safety at Trinity. 
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Descriptive Statistics
89 8.00 25.00 12.4045 3.63293
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How affected do you feel
by the recent events?
Valid N (listwise)
N Minimum Maximum Mean Std. Deviation
6 (not affected) – 30 (very affected) 
Effects of recent events: 
 
How often has the concern over the recent incidents of violence on campus  
affected your studies? 
During this semester, have you avoided going to the library due to concern for 
your safety? 
How often do you take extra precautions due to the recent incidents on campus? 
How often have you had trouble sleeping at night due to the recent events? 
How frequently do you talk with friends about the recent events? 
Are you concerned about your safety now more than you were in September? 
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Descriptive Statistics
90 3.00 13.00 6.7333 1.86511
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emotional safety
Valid N (listwise)
N Minimum Maximum Mean Std. Deviation
3 (very emotionally safe) – 13 (very unemotionally safe) 
Emotional Safety: 
 
During this semester, have you been teased, ridiculed, or hazed on campus? 
How capable do you Trinity can tackle issues such as teaching and hazing? 
How confident are you that if you were the subject of ridicule, Trinity will be able to stop it? 
3 (very emotionally safe) - 13 (very emotionally unsafe)
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Descriptive Statistics
90 2.00 6.00 3.5556 1.11286
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intellectual safety
Valid N (listwise)
N Minimum Maximum Mean Std. Deviation
2 (very intellectually safe) – 9 (very intellectually unsafe) 
Intellectual Safety: 
 
How comfortable do you feel expressing yourself intellectually in class? 
How often do students laugh or ridicule wrong answers in class? 
2 (very intellectually safe) - 9 (very intellectually unsafe)
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Averages Descriptive Statistics
69 6.00 11.00 9.3913 1.43709
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cohesion
Valid N (listwise)
N Minimum Maximum Mean Std. Deviation
11 (very accepted) - 3 (very unaccepted) 
Cohesion:  
 
How strong are your social networks (friendships) at Trinity? 
How accepted do you feel by the Trinity community? 
Are you affiliated with any groups or organizations at Trinity?  
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Descriptive Statistics
88 1.00 4.00 2.2386 .64317
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Rate the overall
safety at Trinity
Valid N (listwise)
N Minimum Maximum Mean Std. Deviation
Rate the overall safety at Trinity
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Averages Descriptive Statistics
90 1.00 5.00 3.3444 .75194
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Are you more concerned
about your safety than
you were in Sept?
Valid N (listwise)
N Minimum Maximum Mean Std. Deviation
Are you more concerned about your safety than you were in Sept?
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Descriptive Statistics
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How frequently do you
worry about your safety?
Valid N (listwise)
N Minimum Maximum Mean Std. Deviation
How frequently do you worry about your safety?
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Crosstabs: Class and Safety 
What year are you? * Rate the overall safety at Trinity Crosstabulation
Count
3 18 6 1 28
2 16 11 1 30
3 19 8 0 30
8 53 25 2 88
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Crosstabs: Gender and Safety 
What is your sex? * Rate the overall safety at Trinity Crosstabulation
Count
6 24 8 1 39
2 29 17 1 49
8 53 25 2 88
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Crosstabs: Income and Safety 
Rate the overall safety at Trinity * What is your family's annual income? Crosstabulation
Count
2 2 2 1 7
1 11 23 12 47
1 4 4 13 22
0 1 0 1 2
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Analysis and Conclusion 
• Ethnical Guidelines  
• Survey analysis and conclusions: 
– Overall safety  
– Change in level of safety from September 
• In-depth interview analysis and conclusions: 
 Overall safety 
 Types of fears 
– Student on student violence 
– Drunken acts of violence 
– Fear of random acts of violence 
 Not much has changed from September 
  Fulfilling an expectation 
  Actually very safe 
  It happens 
 More concerned about social acceptance than safety 
 
 
History:  Safety 2001-2003 
      2003:       2002:       2001: 
Aggravated Assault     0     5          1  
Arson       1          0          4  
Burglary      9          18          9 
Criminal Homicide     0         0                   0 
Hate Crime      0  0                   1 
Manslaughter (Non-Negligent)    0  0                   0 
Manslaughter (Negligent)    0  0                   0 
Motor Vehicle Theft    21  15                 11 
Robbery      3  5                   8 
Sex Offenses: (Forcible)    2  2                   2 
Sex Offenses: (Non-Forcible)    0  2                   0 
 
(Campus Safety 2003 Annual Reports: 
http://www.trincoll.edu/StudentLife/HealthSafety/CampusSafety/AnnualRep
ort.htm) 
THE END 
